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POTENTIAL BID FOR PONTCYSYLLTE AQUEDUCT, WREXHAM, TO BE WORLD HERITAGE SITE
Thomas Telford’s towering 200-year old Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, near Wrexham, which takes the Llangollen Canal across the Dee Valley, is in the spotlight for a potential UNESCO World Heritage Site bid, delegates will hear at the National Assembly’s All Party Group on Waterways on Tuesday 11 October 2005.

Chaired by Val Lloyd, AM, the meeting is to be held at the National Assembly for Wales, Cardiff Bay, in Conference Rooms A&B and starts at 5.45pm.
As Pontcysyllte Aqueduct’s bicentenary celebrations culminate on 26 November with a spectacular re-enactment of the 1805 opening, support is being sought for a World Heritage Site bid for this Grade 1 Listed structure, which serves the busiest waterway in Britain. The Pontcysyllte Aqueduct is already on the tentative list of UK sites with potential to be put forward for World Heritage Site designation.
At the All Party Group on Waterways, expert consultant Chris Pound, who has worked on World Heritage Sites from Bath to Montenegro, will reveal how the evidence mounts up in the critical ‘statement of significance’ study on Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, undertaken for Wrexham County Borough Council. He will also outline the system of bidding for World Heritage status, identifying that strong support from the Welsh Assembly Government and the UK Government is essential if the process is to go further.
In addition, delegates will hear presentations from Caerphilly County Borough Council and British Waterways, both highlighting how Wales’ waterways offer innovative sustainable development solutions, where economic gains are balanced by social and environmental benefits.

David Whetter, of Caerphilly County Borough Council’s Engineering Division, will outline the findings of a recent study, undertaken in conjunction with British Waterways, on the Crumlin Arm of the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal. Caerphilly County Borough Council owns over half of this 11km waterway, which links Cwmcarn to Newport. The presentation includes a proposed development plan which focuses on a sustainable future for the Crumlin Arm as an enhanced destination for tourism and recreation. The Crumlin Arm is already a valued local resource, and its towpath forms part of Route 47 of the National Cycle Network. 
Nicola Lewis-Smith, Economic & Social Development Manager, British Waterways, Wales & Border Counties, will highlight the opportunities for social inclusion and community engagement offered by many British Waterways projects.  In particular, she will present the regeneration of Trevor Basin, adjacent to Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, which won the Community category of this year’s BURA Waterways Renaissance Awards.
The All Party Group on Waterways is one of the most popular interest groups sponsored by Assembly Members, drawing interested experts and members of the public to consider and discuss the tremendous potential of Wales’ natural and built waterways. Recent talks include Wales Watersports International’s marketing plan, the Monmouthshire, Brecon and Abergavenny Canals Trust’s presentation on 21 years of voluntary work and the Wales Canoe Association’s view of the potential for this sport in Wales.
Anyone interested in attending this meeting should contact the APGW Secretariat to register: apgw12@civitascymru.co.uk
ends
For more information contact:

Marc Evans, APGW Secretariat, on 029 2021 3629 or 07968 113754 or
Susan Lane, British Waterways Wales & Border Counties, Service Manager on 01606 723810 or 07917 327855 or
Dawn Roberts, Wrexham County Borough Council, Economic Development Manager on 01978 292460.
EDITOR’S NOTES:

· Photographs of Pontcysyllte Aqueduct are available by contacting Deborah Haylock on 01873 858187 or 07929 268357.

· The All Party Group on Waterways is mainly supported by British Waterways.
· British Waterways is the public corporation responsible for the care and maintenance of the UK’s 2,000 mile, 200-year-old network of canals and navigable rivers. British Waterways works in partnership with public, private and voluntary organisations to develop and improve the waterways in a sustainable manner for the benefit of everyone. Our navigations are visited over 160 million times a year by 10 million people, who spend around £1.5 billion annually. In addition, British Waterways estimates that waterways regeneration has acted as a catalyst for £2 billion of regeneration investment. Find out more at www.britishwaterways.co.uk
· Waterscape.com is the perfect place to find a waterside break, whether you’re interested in a boating holiday, or simply want to enjoy spending time by the water. Visit Waterscape.com for a full range of services including:
- booking waterside cottages, a range of hotel breaks and canal boat holidays

- recommendations on walking, cycling, jogging and angling beside the water

- best waterside bars, pubs and restaurants

- waterway maps and guides with information on visitor attractions, local history

  and wildlife

- news and events, guides and listings

Waterscape.com promotes and provides information on all waterways in the UK, including rivers, canals, lakes and reservoirs, working in conjunction with the Environment Agency, The Boards Authority and British Waterways. It is also partnering with boat hire companies, holiday cottage operators and other waterside businesses whose products and services are available through the website www.waterscape.com
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