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Welcome by the Chair, Val Lloyd AM

The Chair welcomed her colleagues, the speakers, and all others present. 

1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

No corrections were noted – the Minutes will submitted to the Vice-Chairs by e-mail for their approval. 
2.  “Pontcysyllte Aqueduct - World Heritage Site?”: Chris Pound 

At over 1000 feet long and vaulting the steep sided Dee Valley at the height of 126 feet and, Pontcysyllte is the longest and highest cast-iron aqueduct in the world. Considered an incredible feat by many even at the time, Pontcysyllte Aqueduct enabled the Llangollen Canal to become a trade route to the rest of Britain and stands to this day, as a monument to the achievements of the canal age. Refurbished and rejuvenated by British Waterways in 2004 and with 200th anniversary celebrations culminating in November 2005 with a spectacular opening re-enactment, the aqueduct is now in the spotlight for a potential UNESCO World Heritage Site bid. WHS listing would bring international recognition, alongside the Great Wall of China and the UK’s 26 World Heritage sites, including Liverpool's Waterfront and Wales’ Blaenavon ironworks.

To help make the case, Wrexham County Borough Council has appointed consultant Chris Pound, a qualified architect with expert knowledge of the World Heritage process, who has worked on sites from Bath to Montenegro and previously advised the UK Government on World Heritage issues. 

The speaker was introduced by Dr. Dawn Roberts (Wrexham CBC), who thanked all their partners and the APGW for their continued interest and support. With the support of partners, the speaker, an expert in heritage sites and the UNESCO approval process, is leading a study to examine the extent that the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct (PA) can meet the World Heritage Charter criteria and drawing together evidence and references needed to make a bid. At the time of speaking, WCBC and the Board of British Waterways are about to consider the study and decide whether a bid can be made.
[Since agreed – SEC]
Chris Pound(CP) began his presentation by looking at the history of the site and its present condition.

Historical Context:

The PA was first included on the Tentative List of United Kingdom potential nominees for UNESCO World heritage Sites in 1999. Having just conducted a review on behalf of Wrexham CBC and partners of the feasibility of such a bid, CP’s view is that canal at Pontcysyllte together with associated features is undoubtedly of outstanding universal value and more than meets the World Heritage Charter minimum of at least one criterion. 
Describing the local topography and geology, CP explained that the aqueduct is a product of its setting and sympathetically designed to be part of it: the PA crosses the river valley where a spur of glacial debris forces the river into a bend and the river itself has cut steep sides. The landscape is remarkably attractive and there are other historic artefacts and evidence of the community of early industrial activity that grew adjacent to the canal and sustained its activity and importance. A bid should contend that the engineers understood the significance of the setting and made the most of the picturesque qualities; engravings show its beauty was appreciated by the public very early on. 
In the near vicinity are the romantic ruins of the Valle Crucis Abbey and Tŷ Mawr country park, Offa’s Dyke and other historic sites – they add to the exceptional setting and ‘must see’ value for visitors.
The PA was designed by Thomas Telford with senior engineer, William Jessop; construction started in 1795 and it was opened on 26th Nov 1805. The scale of the structure is gigantic – massive cast iron slab girders supported on the huge brick arches of the bridge. The piers were made hollow – to save weight and for reasons of safety. The iron sections of the channel were bolted together, with a perfection of alignment that would be difficult to achieve even today. It was also designed so that, as well as carrying the water and boat traffic, it could withstand flooding from the river below. The result is an amazing engineering achievement and an awesome visual spectacle.
There is a feeder channel for the canal on the northern side of PA, fed from a weir on the Dee above Llangollen. Right from the beginning, the Llangollen Canal was designed as an industrial canal and part of an industrial infrastructure – serving iron works, clay pits, coal mines and other industrial activity such as transporting lime from the kilns near lime quarries in the area (used for significant land improvement in the Shropshire area at the time). Once the canal was built, other industrial and commercial activity followed – and some of the remains of the tramlines and inclines built to enable trams to move from one level to another can still be found. This evidence and the remains themselves will be important in defining the boundaries of the candidate WHS. The history of this industrial activity has been written up and that will form part of the case.
The canal was thus a commercial operation that had to make its own way, and it now earns its keep mostly from leisure use - it is one of the busiest, if not the busiest in the UK.
WHS bid process

It is an additional challenge that because so many sites have already been recognised in developed Western countries (many roman remains, gothic cathedrals etc), there is a need to redress the balance. The UNESCO process will now only recognise one nomination per annum per country, but criteria still recognise the there is room for sites of international outstanding value which show the origins of industry, technology and, in particular, canals.
To establish PA’s case, we need to show beyond doubt that the site can fulfil at least one of six criteria of “Universal Value”: 
(i) masterpiece / creative / genius

(ii) interchange of human values

(iii) cultural tradition / civilization (e.g. influential value for architecture and engineering)
(iv) architecture / town planning (outstanding and monumental quality)
(v) traditional human settlement

(vi) intangible / traditions /beliefs

Sites that demonstrate these include: the Taj Mahal, for its superlative quality under a single criterion (i); other sites excel in more than one; e.g. Stonehenge (i, ii and iii). Some sites meet the ‘intangible’ criterion – e.g. Valletta in Malta, (home of the Knights of St John) and others are of themselves uniquely important, such as Auschwitz and Hiroshima. A few sites meet all the criteria – Venice is perhaps the most outstanding example. 
CP believes that the PA and environs will meet or exceed at least 3 of the criteria of Universal Value (i, iii and iv), should a nomination be made. 

The World Heritage Committee will also need other statements to be prepared in addition to those on these criteria; e.g.: defining integrity and boundaries, a statement of authenticity, conservation management and maintenance regimes. BW has done a magnificent job in its work on conservation, but there will need to be plans for the future, as tourism will increase and there will be greater need to care for wear and tear, and cater for the increased numbers (facilities, catering). Provision for education is also now expected.
PA will be compared with other WHS sites to show that it has outstanding Universal Values (there is no direct single comparator site) looking at comparable features, qualities and values. PA has some other outstanding factors, in addition to the strong three criteria, such as intangible values (aesthetic quality and the historic reputation of engineers Jessop and Telford) which will be considered. Sites for comparison include Canal du Midi, sites in the UK such as `Pont y Cafnau’, Merthyr, Longdon-on-Tern and Dundas aqueducts, Ironbridge in Shropshire and the spectacular Pont du Gard WH site. 
A boundary including the buffer zone has not yet been defined– there are other nearby sites, which of themselves may not be of interest, but together with the Aqueduct are an important part of the story, such as Chirk Tunnel and Embankment (one of the longest of its kind). 

It is evident that PA meets at least three criteria easily: it is a masterpiece (i) it has been influential and helped the evolution of civil engineering in the UK and in Europe – an early portrait of Telford shows the PA in the background and he went on to build or advise on important structure in the UK and Europe (iii) the structure is of outstanding architectural and engineering merit. 
The process of nomination is initiated by the Secretary of State for Culture Media and Sport – only one nomination can be made in any year. There is no programme for future nominations from the UK and in the mean time, preparatory work is under way for the nomination of other sites. Liverpool Waterside was the last site to be successfully nominated. To persuade DCMS to adopt the bid and achieve a nomination by the Prime Minister on behalf of the UK, strong and vocal support will be needed, not least within Wales – including the support of the Welsh Assembly Government.
Questions:

Phil Hughes (MBACT): Firstly noted, as a tribute to Telford, that he boasted no-one was killed building the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct. What will the financial benefits of WHS be?
CP cited WHS Alta in Norway – the most northerly site in Europe, which is dark for 6 months of the year. Before listing, visitors seldom came, but numbers have now shot up. Apart from a general increase in interest, there are tourists who travel to see WH sites, for which exposure is continuous.
Karen Sinclair AM (Clwyd South): WHS listing would truly give Pontcysyllte the status it deserves; not even the photographs do its stunning beauty justice. There are plans afoot to make a bid for Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty status for the landscape of the area and if successful this would help preserve PAs setting and add to its value. 
Chris Pound: publicity is valuable and powerful; tourism guides in the recent past didn’t feature industrial heritage, but sites such as Ironbridge are now significant tourism and economic generators. 
Martin Buckle (Torfaen CBC): A note of caution: in the experience of Blaenavon WHS, which includes a short section of the M&B Canal, has not yet seen hoped for success in visitor numbers. However, WHS status has been a platform for regeneration in the own and area (e.g. Book Town initiative). He offered to share with Wrexham CBC advice and experience gained by Blaenavon on these aspects.
3. “Crumlin Arm Corridor Study”: David Whetter, Caerphilly County Borough Council 

Caerphilly CBC owns 7.4 km of the 11.2 km length of the Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal Crumlin Arm that links Cwmcarn to Newport. A Study has been undertaken by CCBC with British Waterways to agree a strategy to achieve a sustainable future for the canal as an enhanced destination for recreation and tourism; He will touch on the further potential if the main line is developed. 
David Whetter is a Chartered Engineer and Senior Engineer for CCBC Engineering Division (1996-). A graduate of the Polytechnic of Wales his work at Islwyn Borough Council (1983 – 1989) involved supervising desilting and relining 440m of the Crumlin Arm at Crosskeys Deeps; he went on to work for Mid Glamorgan County Council (1989 – 1996) on projects such as land reclamation at the Dowlais Foundry, Merthyr.
Context: The upper section of the canal was lost to navigation in the mid 1970s due to highway building over the route of the waterway. The canal now runs from the terminus at Cwmcarn (adjacent to the tourist and leisure resource Forest Drive and Mountain Biking centre) as far as Pontymister and passing near to the proposed stations on the soon to be reopened Ebbw Vale railway line. 
Current use: Local people describe using the canal for “Walking and cycling, pleasure and personal exercise in an area of peace and tranquillity, set within an impressive landscape with a variety of wildlife and remnants of industrial heritage.” Source- Corridor Study Consultation, December 2004
Corridor Study brief: commissioned some 2 years ago, following on the Council’s decision to:

· Maintain the lengths of the existing Canal.

· Undertake measures to improve the Canal’s safety and drainage by annual investment.

· To work in partnership with others on improvements to the Canal network.

The Corridor Study was prepared by the Council’s Engineering Consultancy, with input from British Waterways, to address a wide-ranging brief:
· The current condition of the Canal. 

· How restoration could enhance the canal’s leisure, recreation and tourism potential.

· The results of public consultation on the Study’s proposals.

· How increased use of the Canal can generate economic benefits within the local community and the County Borough.

The Aims of the Corridor Study:
· Establish a sustainable strategy for the future of the Canal within the County Borough. 
· Identify actions and management recommendations to enhance the Canal as a local resource and destination for recreation and tourism. 

· Set out an action plan with costed options for restoring particular features of the Canal. 

· Investigate the potential for the Adams Quarry site (Risca) to accommodate development of a marina, hotel, aerial lift and the existing tourist facilities at Cwmcarn Forest Drive. 

Scope of Study:
After reviewing existing strengths and weaknesses, and recommending minor works to improve and develop opportunities, the study goes on to highlight potential in these areas:-

· Heritage – Educational Value

· Ecology – Landscape – Species Diversity (Phase 1 Habitat Survey)
· Tourism – Awareness  – Accessibility and sign-posting
· Leisure and Recreation Activities

Phased development: The strategy proposes a phased and graduated approach:
· Stage 1 – Minimum intervention, with safety enhancements being completed to the existing line of the Crumlin Arm within CCBC with no restoration to navigation.

· £2.0m CCBC; annual budget of £250,000 allocated

· Stage 2 –  Works required to restore navigation of the Caerphilly section of the canal and associated works. This assumes restoration from Cefn Top Lock (at the top of the Fourteen Locks, Newport) as far as Cwmcarn.

· £10.6m CCBC plus additional works by Newport County Council @ £2.2m

· Stage 3 – What additional opportunities for development full restoration of the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canals network would offer. 

· £3.1m Marina in CCBC plus Regional spend circa £45m

Stage 1 Continuation of Works Completed to Date:

· CCBC is committed to securing the future of the Crumlin Arm.  

· > £2 million of Canal improvements made since 2001: prioritised on areas of greatest risk.

· Stage 1 works will continue to make safe and protect the existing asset.

· Typical works: structural improvements, hydraulic control, dredging, relining, bank stabilisation, towpath resurfacing.

· Stage 1 works and fees are currently estimated at £2.0 million.

· Continued funding £250,000 per year confirmed by Council CSG.

Stage 2 Navigation from Cwmcarn to Fourteen Locks

	
	Scope of Works: Stage 2

	Location 

	Realign & New Canal 
	3.4m by 3.0m Culvert
	Retaining Walls
	Ave. Height
	Realign Highway

	Cwmcarn
	50m

New canal
	NA
	Winding Hole
	 
	N/A

	Darran Road
	60m

120m + 90m 
New canal
	90m + 20m
	580m
	5.0m
	450m

	Navigation Road
	Nil
	16m
	30m
	5.0m
	45m

	Gelli Avenue
	Nil
	20m
	50m
	4.0m
	150m

	Thistle Way
	150m
	30m
	310m
	4.5m
	110m

	Manor Road
	300m
	30m
	600m
	6.0m
	130m

	Total Scope
	770m
	206m
	1570m
	4.9m
	885m


Stage 2: Budget Estimates
	Proposed Stages:

	Location of Obstruction
	Estimated Works + Fees: £’s 

	Cwmcarn Winding Hole
	390,000

	Darran Road
	5,750,000

	Navigation Road
	390,000

	Gelli Avenue
	650,000

	Thistle Way
	1,525,000

	Manor Road
	1,900,000

	Ancillary Works Over Length
	Implemented by Stage 1

	Total estimated CCBC works
	£10,605,000 + Land 

	
	

	Pont-Y-Mason Lane
	Newport City Council  - £975,000

	Ruskin Avenue 
	Newport City Council  - £1,200,000


Notes:
Stage 1: Given that CCBC cannot access funds from WAG for these capital works, this represents a considerable investment by the council. Unexpected problems occurred during recent work, resulting in extra spend & the canal was left de-watered for longer than intended.
Stage 2: It would seem pointless to restore navigation only as far as the boundary of the authority, so CCBC is working in partnership with neighbouring Newport County Council on plans to raise two bridges, at a cost of c. £2.2m. To accomplish restoration of the route around some of the road obstacles, we have had to plan to use box culverts that will allow one-way navigation, but will not have room for towpaths. We have consulted on this and although some users would want to have two-way navigation and continuous towpath, other users agree that the plans are adequate for the likely use.
[Some examples of Stage 2 works were detailed: Cwmcarn Winding Hole and Darren Road. A proposed Marina at Adams Quarry was shown]

Stage 3 is a wider vision, and has an estimated cost of c. £45m- £50m; this is not yet a certain amount.

Canal Corridor Catchment Populations


[image: image1]
Regional Tourist Attractions  - Visitor Numbers

	Attraction
	1999
	2002
	2003

	Caerphilly Castle
	86,984
	81,758
	81,059

	Cwmcarn Forest Drive Visitor Centre
	41,352
	33,580

(F&M Epidemic)
	64,503

	Cwmcarn Forest Drive
	 
	 
	45,814

	Big Pit, Blaenavon
	78,141
	119,008
	112,045

	Newport Museum
	79,323
	69,402
	 

	Blaenavon Iron Works
	3,704
	6,051
	7,505

	Fourteen Locks Canal Centre
*MBACT oral comment at APGW#12 Oct. 2005
	12,000
	16,518
	 32,000*

	Green meadow Farm, Cwmbran
	84,458
	63,286
	66,107

	Pontypool & Blaenavon Railway
	5,379
	6,631
	3,678


Canal Development - Economic Benefits
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Canal Development - Economic Benefits
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Public Consultation Exercise December 2004

· 3 day consultation  -  491 attended - 243 questionnaires returned: ranked choices
1 Support for removal of obstructions to navigation and improvement of Canal infrastructure.

2 Support for appointment of a Canal Warden.  

3 Mixed support for the development of a marina at Risca Quarry.  

· Particular concerns over suggested location of marina and initial works / obstructions to navigation.

· Reaction to suggested aerial lift mixed: mainly from concern over perceived adverse impact on Twm Barlwm.  

Canal Development – Local Context

· The “Valleys experience” part of the tourism, heritage and recreation network.

· Major outdoor activity attraction of Cwmcarn Forest Drive 1400Ha adjacent to Canal terminus. 

· Risca town centre amenities 300m from Canal.

· Passenger rail service resumes 2007 – stations near Canal.

· Potential development sites at Risca and Pontywaun.

· Cycle route 47, Pontywaun, Crosskeys College etc.

e.g. Cwmcarn Forest Drive 5 year action plan:
· Short-term objectives :- 
· Provide first Welsh purpose-built Downhill Bike Trail (opened August 2005).

· Redevelop Visitor Centre £1.2m awarded.

· Medium-term objectives:-

· Update facilities for all users.

· Improve trails from car parks into forest.

· New signage & interpretation.

· Develop links to canal & heritage.

· Re-branding & marketing.

· Longer-term objectives:-

· Improve public transport service.

· Improve variety and quality of holiday accommodation.

· Encourage visitors via variety of events.

· e.g. Risca & Pontymister Development Framework

· Town centre 300m from Canal.

· Derelict former Cinema to be refurbished for town library & Council services.

· Rail services and station in 2007.

· Closure of foundry provides major brownfield development opportunity.

· Major opportunity for mixed use waterside development.

· Urban quality in a riparian environment.

· Other potential redevelopment sites in town centre and riverside.

· e.g. Other sites include 

· Pontywaun: Potential 5 ha development site 100m from Canal terminus

Local Context Conclusions

· Crumlin Arm is part of a wider strategy with strong links to development of Forest Drive, town centre and urban enhancement, new rail service, national cycleway with further opportunities.

· Canal feasibility study completed via Corridor Study.

· All complement the sustainable development of a Crumlin Arm that provides a “quality destination” at the end of the Canal journey in a setting that is able to cater for visitor’s requirements and demands.

Council Policy and Waterway
· Council committed to Regional Canals Partnership aim: restoring M. & B Canal network by 2020.

· Commitment to maintain annual investment budget (£250,000) until remaining works to improve Canal’s safety and drainage issues are complete.

· The Local Development Plan will take account of Corridor Study’s conclusions and recommendations.

· Council Member Working Group established with Terms of Reference to take forward the Corridor Study’s proposals and recommendations.
What’s Ahead?

· From 2006/07 potential increase in the Canal’s revenue budget for enhanced maintenance.

· From 2006/07 employment of a Canal Warden to address day to day management issues.

· Ongoing development and implementation of appropriate licences and procedures to register and control the number and type of craft using the Canal. 

· Opportunities to secure external funding to implement the staged restoration of the regional canals network are explored and appropriate funding applications made.

· Seeking development partnership opportunities with the private sector.

Questions:

Ellie Fry (EAw): How will increased water demand be met?
DW: A mountain stream has been the source, but this was lost and we’re looking for alternate, appropriate and sustainable sources.
M Buckle (Torfaen CBC): Restoration of the canal through Cwmbran is now one of the headline projects as part of Torfaen’s Restoration Strategy. As part of the Regeneration Partnership’s plans we will be putting in a joint bid to the Big Lottery Fund’s Living Landmarks programme for a major package to restore much of the length of the canal from Crumlin to Newport.
4. “Waterways for People”: Nicola Lewis-Smith, British Waterways, Wales

Regenerating Trevor Basin on the Llangollen canal led to the creation of a superb visitor attraction; but it was also an award-winning example of engagement with the local community. Winner of this year’s BURA Waterways Renaissance Awards’ Community category, the project brought together artists and local people, engendering a renewed sense of pride and community in the location, securing its future and encouraging businesses to thrive.  

Nicola Lewis-Smith has worked for British Waterways for 6 years, latterly as Economic & Social Development Manager for Wales & Border Counties.  The role of the Development team is to underpin the wider priorities of British Waterways in the key areas of leisure, restoration and core waterway activity. Prior to working for BW Nicola worked for Flintshire County Council Countryside Service as Interpretation Ranger.

Waterways Are For People
We’ve been talking about the regeneration potential of waterways as ‘corridors of opportunity’ – but we shouldn’t forget that waterways are for people. By making them more attractive and accessible and more relevant, we can bring long lasting economic and social benefits. 
Vision for Waterways
Our vision at British Waterways is clear: we want to see more vibrant waterways, with increasing numbers of users and greater public participation, with more people who value these heritage assets. We therefore need to provide social, economic, environmental and heritage benefits. We must ensure access for all – and that does not mean just ensuring access for disabled users, but for socially excluded groups, so that all users have the right and ability to make use of the waterways.  We need to improve our community relations and increase understanding and appreciation through education.
Delivering the Vision

Across the UK over the past few years over £2bn has been spent on waterways and their corridors – 20,000 jobs have been created and now over 10 million people a year visit them. Half the population of the UK live within 5 miles of an inland waterway. At the local level, it is important that these improvements are seen as part of people’s sense of place and belonging.
Trevor Basin

I want to look at an example of how we achieved this at a local level. Trevor Basin (TB) is on the Llangollen Canal and is the ‘gateway’ for visitors to the wonderful Pontcysyllte Aqueduct that we heard about earlier. The PA attracts many thousands of visitors on foot as well as the very many boat users, who make it one of the busiest waterways under British Waterways management in the UK. 
Trevor Basin became the effective terminus of the canal once its industrial use began to decline. But during recent years, visitors to TB have not found much to welcome them – they would find little to convey a sense of arrival at a significant destination, and even less in the way of engagement with the local community. 
At TB we aimed to create an attractive and pleasant waterside location that would generate increased use of the site. This would include landscaping, planting across the site and improved access arrangements. We intended from the outset to involve, engage and communicate with the surrounding community; raising appreciation of the natural environment and the heritage itself. This could only be achieved by offering enhanced opportunities to the public to learn about the site. We wanted to create more opportunities for residents and visitors to use the site and we wanted to put the site in its wider context and encourage visits to and from adjacent sites, such as Tŷ Mawr Countryside Park. A key step in achieving this was to build stronger links with tourism officers, site managers and attractions operators – i.e. to integrate better with the tourism economy locally.
Keys to success:

A holistic approach was taken to the regeneration (the environment, its setting and the integration of people); there were three key reasons for the successful regeneration:

· Partnership: the project built on a well established, wide partnership, developed over the previous three years with officers from Wrexham CB and Llangollen Rural Community Councils. Throughout the concept and delivery stages of the project a steering group oversaw the design and implementation of the scheme. The Community Council helped us engage with members of the local community, from local primary schools to the local branch of the WI. We also were closely involved with our funders – Countryside Council for Wales, WEFO(Objective 2) and the WTB’s Adfywio scheme. 
· Consultation: the project was designed in close consultation with officers from WCBC, who represented built conservation, the museums, countryside service, rural regeneration and tourism   - to make sure we were meeting the needs of the area. Consultation was made with the local town and community councils for the area, as well as local businesses – so that they remained engaged with the project the whole time.
· Involvement: from the outset we went to the community rather than waiting for he community to come to us – we held a number of open days and meetings; we were assisted in doing this by the Community Council who held us make the links (we had 12 community groups attend the first meeting – from the WI to the local Judo group!). We held oral history days (people were invite to tell or write their stories down and bring along old photographs). The information gathered proved to be invaluable in putting together our local interpretation plan. We collaborated with an artist who lived on site for six months, working in stone to interpret the history, stories and artefacts that people brought. This created another link between what we were doing and the people of the area. We used all this for information panels, leaflets and other interpretation for the site. 

What has the partnership achieved?
We now have the attractive and vibrant site we set out to achieve; in 2004 over 146,000 people have visited the site. We have a waterside site which reflects what is special about Trevor and tells the story of the community through artwork, panels and printed information. Visitors have been not just interested but engaged by the site and with word of mouth spreading, this will safeguard interest and jobs for the future as well. The project has brought communities together – with the Dee Valley Partnership from neighbouring Cefn Mawr now involved in a community boat project, and the Llangollen Vale Trust who have boats for the disabled, based at Llangollen. We’re working with the local countryside service on a schools activity programme. The people of Trevor basin are also closely involved in the 200th anniversary preparations and in the events themselves.
Questions:

Cllr. D Lewis: Congratulations to BW for the drive they have shown in undertaking the initiative at Trevor. Neath PT CBC is looking to regenerate the area along the Port Talbot - Neath corridor, under the Valleys regeneration initiative. Could British Waterways assist by coming on board? Neath would like to achieve partnership with Swansea County Council and Cllr. Lewis drew the group’s attention to the WS Atkins report into the feasibility of restoring the canals of the area, to create a network of navigable waterways. The Neath Canal Company has made commendable progress on restoring its own length, under its own steam, but the partnership needs momentum to realise the full potential. 
NLS: There are things we are looking in to, and we can look into this to see what can develop, but we need to bear in mind that building these partnerships into a successful momentum does take time – about five years in the case of Trevor Basin. We are aware of the progress being made at Neath and invested, as you say in the feasibility study which showed what might be achievable on the Swansea, Neath and Tenant waterways. We have begun to look at developing a schools project (in conjunction with BW’s education arm ‘WOW’) and also on a fishing initiative. 
5. News

5.1. British Waterways Wales and Border Counties: (J Sharman, General Manager, British Waterways Wales and Border counties): WBC business unit has now been made directly accountable to the British Waterways Board, and previous Regional Director North West, Derek Cochrane will become BW’s UK Regeneration Director. 
5.2. British Waterways WBC’s South Wales team will be one of only five organisations to represent Wales in the British Chambers of Commerce Awards 2005, having won the ‘Business Commitment to the Community’ Award in the Wales heat. Sponsored by BUPA, this award is given to an organisation that demonstrates commitment to social responsibility and sustainability. The same team won the ‘Environment Award’ in the Five Counties Business Awards 2005, during Five Counties Business Week. The awards were welcomed by HERIAN, the partnership of public and voluntary bodies set up to harness the story of South Wales’ industrial past as a source of economic, tourism and community benefit today.

5.3. Brynich Lock, near Brecon, on the Monmouthshire and Brecon Canal is the Best in Wales, according to the 2005 Lock & Bridge Awards held recently by British Waterways; It picked up one of just eight awards for the entire UK.

5.4. Inland Waterways Amenities Advisory Council: (W Mitchell, Wales representative): IWAAC visited Wales in September, and looked in particular at the Swansea and Neath waterways and met with officials from Swansea city and Neath PT CBC; they were given a warm welcome and were very impressed with what they saw. IWAAC advises government and ministers on inland waterways.
5.5. Islwyn Canal Association (U Burgoyne, Chair): ICA is shortlisted for the Mirror / ITV1 Wales ‘People’s Millions’ project awards; [since announced as a winner – SEC] 

6. Any Other Business: No AOB; the Chair thanked the speakers and BW for their hospitality

Date of next meeting: Tuesday February 7th 2005, 5.45 for 6.00 pm; 

NB Change to Venue: Function Room 1, Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff Bay

Directions to Wales Millennium Centre:

WMC is across the road from the Assembly, but the main foyer entrance is from the Roald Dahl Plass (formerly Oval Basin); once inside the main foyer, take the stairs or lift on the left side of the auditorium (adjacent to Café Mania, north concourse) to the second level; Function Room 1 is located on level 2 north side. Outside the room you will see the "Colourfall" artwork cascading down the glass wall to the levels below.  

Arriving by car 


Leave the M4 at junction 33 (Signed Cardiff (West), Barry, Penarth, Cardiff Airport & A4232). Join the A4232 and continue for about 9.3 miles. Leave the A4232 just before the Butetown Tunnel and follow the signs for Techniquest. Continue along Stuart Street and turn right at the first set of lights. The Wales Millennium Centre is in front of you.

Parking: none on site; public Pay & Display space, as usual, can be found adjacent to the Assembly off Pierhead Street (change needed) or at the Pay & Display multi-storey adjacent to Techniquest in Stuart Street.

Arriving by bus
Bus Numbers 1, 2, 6. 8 & 35 serve Cardiff Bay as does the very convenient Bay Express – 


[ http://www.cardiff.gov.uk/marketing/XpressWeb/bayxpress_timetable.htm ], 
Arriving by train
Regular services run to and from Cardiff Bay Station from Monday to Saturday.
(NB please check times of last returning service, if you need to rely on it) alighting Bute Street (3minutes walk away) For more information contact : 


Arriva Trains Wales
Tel 0845 606 1660
www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk
Contact Details:

Chair of Group:

Val Lloyd, AM; [National Assembly for Wales, Cardiff Bay, Cardiff CF99 1NA ]; valerie.lloyd@wales.gov.uk
Vice-Chairs:

Eleanor Burnham AM [National Assembly for Wales, Cardiff Bay, Cardiff CF99 1NA]; [eleanor.burnham@wales.gov.uk]

Glyn Davies AM [National Assembly for Wales, Cardiff Bay, Cardiff CF99 1NA]; glyn.davies@wales.gov.uk
Elin Jones AM [National Assembly for Wales, Cardiff Bay, Cardiff CF99 1NA];

elin.jones@wales.gov.uk
Secretariat: (Supported by British Waterways):

Marc Evans, Civitas Cymru, 11 Coedlan Syr Dafydd, Treganna, Caerdydd / Cardiff CF5 1GH

Tel.: (029) 2021 3629 or Mobile (07968) 113754; E.: marc.evans@civitascymru.co.uk
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Resident Population & Potential Day Visitors





Powered Boats permanently on Canal               72


Additional visits per year (000’s) 	              176 to 194


Additional visitor spend retained in 


Local economy (000’s)	                              £465 - £776


Total employment generated                          28 to 45





Powered Boats permanently on Canal             15


Additional visits per year (000’s) 	  	109 to 117


Additional visitor spend retained in 


Local economy (000’s)	                              	£272 - £314


Total employment generated                          17 to 19





Powered Boats permanently on Canal         	3


Additional visits per year (000’s) 		39 to 45


Additional visitor spend retained in 


Local economy (000’s)	      		£119 - £158


Total employment generated                        	7 to 10
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