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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY WATERWAYS GROUP GETS ON BOARD FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
The 200-year old technology of the industrial revolution is now offering ‘cutting edge’ potential for sustainable development in Wales, delegates will hear at the National Assembly’s All Party Group on Waterways (APGW) on Tuesday 8 February 2005.

Chaired by Val Lloyd, AM, the meeting is to be held at the National Assembly for Wales, Cardiff Bay, in Conference Rooms A&B and starts at 5.45pm.  Delegates will hear presentations from British Waterways, Countryside Council for Wales and The Innovate Trust, each highlighting how Wales’ waterways offer innovative sustainable development solutions, where economic gains are balanced by social and environmental measures.  
Stephen Lees, British Waterways’ Project Manager for the Montgomery Canal, will report on the work of the Montgomery Canal Partnership, which aims to find partnership agreement and funding for environmentally sound restoration and future use. With a history of over 30 years of volunteer work to restore it, the Montgomery Canal is already a valued local resource, and widely regarded as one of the most beautiful canals in Britain. It has a remarkable 127 listed buildings, and over half of it is designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest and a Candidate Special Area of Conservation in Wales. 
Dr David Parker, Director of Science, Countryside Council for Wales, will survey the importance of Wales’ canals for wildlife, access and the landscape, focussing on protected sites and species. Dr Parker will highlight the issues raised by restoration and identify possible solutions.
The Innovate Trust’s Chief Executive, Alex Bird, will outline an exciting new venture with British Waterways. Established in 2002, following 30 years of work by Cardiff University Social Services, The Innovate Trust develops opportunities for people with learning disabilities. This latest project, funded by the European EQUAL programme, will investigate how barriers to access and employment in the countryside for people with disabilities can be raised.

The All Party Group on Waterways is one of the most popular interest groups sponsored by Assembly Members, drawing interested experts and members of the public to consider and discuss the tremendous potential of Wales’ natural and built waterways. Recent talks include the Environment Agency on the River Wye, Swansea Canal Association’s presentation on its voluntary work, the plans for regeneration of Newport’s waterside and HERIAN’s role in presenting the historic riches of Wales’ industrial revolution.

Anyone interested in attending this meeting should contact the APGW Secretariat to register: apgw10@civitascymru.co.uk
ends
For more information contact:

Marc Evans, APGW Secretariat
Tel 029 2021 3629 or 07968 113754

or

Lynn Pegler, British Waterways, Marketing and Communications Manager

Tel 01606 723866 or 07710 175017

EDITORS NOTES:

· The APGW is mainly supported by British Waterways.
· British Waterways is the public corporation responsible for the care and maintenance of the UK’s 2,000 mile, 200-year-old network of canals and navigable rivers. British Waterways works in partnership with public, private and voluntary organisations to develop and improve the waterways in a sustainable manner for the benefit of everyone. Our navigations are visited over 160 million times a year by 10 million people, who spend around £1.5 billion annually. In addition, British Waterways estimates that waterways regeneration has acted as a catalyst for £2 billion of regeneration investment. Find out more at www.britishwaterways.co.uk
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