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Welcome by the Chair, Val Lloyd AM

The Chair welcomed her colleagues, the speakers, and all else present. 

1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

No corrections for the minutes of the March 16th were offered from the floor; Glyn Davies moved and the Chair approved the minutes nem con.
2. Presentation: John Burrows, Development Director, Newport Unlimited and Richard Owen, Regeneration Manager, Newport City Council.

“Facing the right way – how our waterspace can help regenerate the city”: 
Newport Unlimited is the only Urban Regeneration Company in Wales - a joint venture between the Welsh Assembly Government, the WDA and Newport City Council. It has a remit and resources to enable a flexible and pro-active approach to regenerating the City and transforming the neglected waterside areas of Newport so that they begin to attract and create wealth again and provide a better quality of life for Wales' youngest city.

JB: Newport Unlimited is the name for the Newport Urban Regeneration Company (URC). The regeneration initiative for Newport came as a result of the Five Counties Study, commissioned following the announcement in 2001 that the Corus steel works at Llanwern, to the east of Newport, was to close. The strategy from the outset was not to look at Llanwern in isolation, which itself would eventually be the subject of regeneration investment, but to rethink the role of the adjacent city of Newport in the economy of the region. It was deemed vital to the plans to look for the regeneration of the brownfield land in the centre of Newport town (as it then was) so that it could become economically and culturally vibrant place and act as catalyst and an engine for economic recovery for the whole of the Five Counties area. The role of the Regeneration Company is to regenerate the city, focused on the river Usk.

On the Llanwern site itself, where half the original site remains in use for production, there will be mixed housing and other development and the early proposals, which may change, include development around waterspaces (see PowerPoint slides – available on request).
Most of what the URC is doing is in the central area of Newport, around both banks of the River Usk, although there will be proposals for regeneration in the area of M4 Junction 28 as well.
URC Objectives:
· To promote Newport as a premier location for business and a major driver of economic growth in SE Wales.

· To promote the economic vitality of the City Centre.

· To maximise access to and within Newport (including cycling and walking, a new bridge).

· To improve the City’s environment and make the River Usk a focal point for the City.

· To contribute to work on the Eastern Expansion of the City around Llanwern.

· To promote and develop the potential of the business parks at Newport West.

We intend bringing many more people into the city centre – students, young people, many more shoppers – less people driving by and attracted to the city centre by a quality environment. 

There is no plan for the building of a barrage; instead the plans will capitalise on the dynamic tidal range and the river banks – one of the greatest tidal falls in the world.
Newport never turned its back on the river and still earns a living from the Usk, but it is true that many of the once active wharves and river locations have fallen into dereliction, very close to the centre of what is after all, the third largest city in Wales.
It is planned to address the aesthetic strengths of the riverside landscape – with sight lines and walkways and parks through the city, from the motorway down to the old Transporter Bridge. The regeneration plans have a number of areas, all clustered around the River Usk and these will be themed – a large are of land by Old Town Dock will be developed for housing, other areas for mixed use, an arts and education zone, office/residential, etc with a new bridge and the arts centre at the heart of the city.
[The slides show the sites and perspectives]

These sites offer tremendous potential for riverside development.
As part of the process of building the new Arts Centre, a mediaeval boat was discovered, which is now being preserved and will come back to the centre and will form a powerful new attraction.
Many of the old buildings left in this area, multi-story car parking and a large bus station need improving or developing – but they have tremendous potential – one proposal is for a new campus for Newport University to be sited here.
There is a large dual carriageway going right through the city centre, a legacy of the 70s planning blight which will remain, but will be boulevarded so that it is easy to cross, traffic speeds will be slowed down, allowing easy access to the river side. We also hope to open up better views to the remains of the Castle, improve Market Square and there will in future be room for al fresco entertainment in the same area.
Newport’s retail commercial area is important to its future with Cardiff on one side and Bristol on the other, but has lost out in competition to Cardiff and Swansea.  There is 370,000 square foot of space that will be available for development, which will be made available in part by the demolition of the ugly car park replaced with a nice clean and amenable replacement and the whole retail centre will be re-connected to the river by better views and with a walkway and cycleway. There will be a better connection here with the water than say, in Cardiff Bay.
There will be a new site on the river front for part of the campus for the University’ of Wales Newport’s renowned Arts and Design faculty and we are considering housing or a possible re-location of the Royal Gwent Hospital to the site of the former Whitehead steelworks.
The new Nicholas Grimshaw designed bridge across the Usk will bring in the whole area of Rodney Parade and the derelict area which will become housing, towards the rugby club.
We have had intensive discussion with the Environment Agency about potential flooding risks; there has been a difference of opinion but we believe that this can be resolved and that it is essential that these brownfield sites are used properly.
Finally, as the river goes down to the sea, we find the still viable and active seaport and the iconic Transporter Bridge – one of the best known and admired structures in Wales. 
RO: It has been known for a long time that it would be technically feasible to link the Monmouth and Breconshire Canal (M&BC) to the River Usk and the sea, via the Crindau Pill creek. The Council supports this aim – and it is viewed that building a marina at Crindau would be feasible and would ‘kick-start regeneration in the area - it is in fact part of the Urban Regeneration Company’s Plan, but not high on their agenda and we will continue to try and persuade them. However, the project would undoubtedly be an expensive one to implement.

It must be borne in mind that the M&BC has never actually connected with the river through Crindau – but lower down at Old Town Dock, after flowing past the Castle (it used part of the Castle moat); with time this link was severed and the navigable length progressively shortened.
The M&BC at its southern end, from Pontypool, comes under the care of three local authorities, Torfaen, Newport and Caerphilly (the Crumlin Arm), who work together with British Waterways and the local Canal Trust, the Monmouth Brecon and Abergavenny Canal Trust (MBACT) – one of the best and most active voluntary partners that the Newport Council has. Everything to do with the canal is done in partnership – with a the least six other bodies! We jointly run Fourteen Locks Visitor Centre with the Trust, and since they became involved, visitor numbers have just accelerated.
We are gradually investing in the restoration of the canal, but rate payers on the whole view filling holes in the road has having greater priority than restoring the canal. So we don’t use a great deal of council budget, but use grant aid and whatever sources of funding that we can lay our hands on. But restoration proposals tend to get wide support in the Council and the public appreciate the progress. 

Most of the locks are in reasonable condition – although most of the gates have gone. We are generally finding that it costs about £50,000 pounds to replace the gates and refurbish each lock. 

The canal splits into two sections with the most of the locks on the main line now operational, but navigation along the length is hindered by the Bettws Bridge, which was built too low [since the presentation an ERDF funding package has successfully been put together to finance the lifting of the bridge – we will then a have another four kilometres]. Torfaen also has a bridge further north which needs lifting – freeing over five kilometres in total. Adding up the area of the canal along its length and you have what equates to a forty acre park – and there are 38,000 people within walking distance along its five walks – this is a very valuable linear park which directly benefits over a third of the population of Newport, so that it is seen that investment in the canal is a very good idea – it reaches a large number of people.
The Trail boat Festival held here just a few weeks ago attracted over 10,000 people during its three days – a remarkable success.

The Crumlin Arm, which connects with the lower end of the M&BC, is mostly used as an open space corridor at the moment. The Fourteen Locks Visitor Centre is an important industrial heritage location in the South Wales context – we are working with HERIAN to see if the site can be made into an attraction for the whole of south Wales, just as British Waterways have Goytre Wharf, another attraction capable of persuading people how important waterways are. We are aiming to develop an investment programme to restore Fourteen Locks as a working canal section and country park and we hope to have a package within reach over the next few years of some £300,000. We must remember that it is not only the built heritage that is of value – the flora and fauna of the canal area are also of considerable interest and value.
In making progress on this project and moving closer to having a fully navigable canal, there are other issues to be dealt with: we need to look carefully a the viability of the water supply; how and where we might create a lock basin to serve the navigable length (as this development is likely to take place in advance of the Crindau Pill Marina project, which will take some time to realise), location and effect on car parking and other access issues and how the whole capital works package can be funded in future.
In showing you again this picture of works at Gwastad Lock, I want to make a point about British Waterways whose officer Richard Dommett is seen helping us here – they are one of our most faithful and helpful partners, although it is not their waterway, they don’t have a financial stake in it and they haven’t even made a profit out of their involvement. We have been able to rely on their expertise and knowledge.
With news of Richard’s imminent retirement, I’d just like to say a word of appreciation  for his enthusiasm and involvement, and we shall miss him and his wonderful ideas, delivered with a broad grin – but we hope perhaps to see him come back wearing a different white helmet on behalf of the Canal Trust.
Questions:
David Whetter – Caerphilly: in view of the green space value of the waterway, will the plans for regenerating Newport include green spaces? 

JB: Yes – there’s a large park planned near the Old Town Dock and there will be a green corridor and other large open green spaces. Just north of Crindau, where there are further green spaces and no further development, and the riverside will offer much needed new public park space.

Brian Hancock: Richard Owen mentioned the potential shortage of water when navigation is restored at Fourteen Locks – are there talks with Caerphilly to ensure that problem will be resolved?
RO: We need to dredge our length more than we have done in the past, and Caerphilly has dredged their section – but we will need to investigate this further. The possible use of retained storm water is one area we can look at. At present, we need to pump water to the top end of the length for the operation of the trip boat – so we will need to solve this eventually. We’re waiting for the results of a corridor length study commissioned by Caerphilly County Borough Council and that will look at the water supply.
3. Presentation: Simon Howell, Operational Manager, Cardiff Harbour Authority.
“When the boats come in – developing Cardiff Bay”:
When Cardiff Harbour Authority took over the responsibility as the Harbour Authority from the Cardiff Bay Development Corporation in 2000, the work of transforming the former docks and surrounding area was only partially complete. Cardiff Barrage, one of the UK’s largest waterside civil engineering projects had been built on the premise that impounding the vast freshwater lake would boost tourism, recreation and commercial activity, not just in the immediate area but for Cardiff as a city. 
Looking at the last presentation on the regeneration of Newport – it seems to me that there are many similarities with Cardiff, which will become apparent as we go on.
Cardiff Bay Development Corporation (CBDC) was established in 1987, with the primary aim of regenerating Cardiff Docks, by way of the construction of a barrage across the Taff and Ely Rivers. CBDC was wound up in 2000 and Cardiff City Council took over the responsibilities for the Harbour from April 1 2000, funded directly by the Welsh Assembly Government, and replacing the statutory arrangements that had created CBDC by Act of Parliament.
Although the primary purpose was to stimulate the economic regeneration of south Cardiff, it would also create a 200 hectare freshwater lake for recreation, and a large public open space. In addition, it also provided a flood defence system, which would deal with long historic problems of flooding on a large scale in the city.
Before and after shots show the extent of the dereliction – which many no longer recall! 

The Cardiff Harbour Authority has responsibilities for operation and maintenance – and some wider aspects. The waterspace area is very wide and extensive. The barrage is our major undertaking – and includes locks, sluices, fish pass, water quality and cleaning the bay of algae and infestations; safety and control of the water and moorings and the associated byelaws.  Apart from the 800 metre long embankment and a few small areas such as the Oval Basin, the Graving Docks etc, CHA has very little land under its control and is therefore not equivalent to the old CBDC’s remit in that respect. However, the Barrage Act included protection measures for all the properties that might possibly be affected in future as a consequence of impounding the water and any possible rise in water table levels. These responsibilities are administered by CHA. 
The Barrage design specification allowed for: a 14 metre tidal variation – the second highest in the world; the highest tide in combination with highest flows (1 in 100 year) from both rivers; 500mm allowance for global warming; the emptying of the Bay in a single tide, should that ever be necessary; fish movements through the fish pass at all stages of the tide and busy navigation of the locks.
The pre-barrage concerns of many residents have largely been resolved in the light of events; i.e. concerns about flood defences, the impact on ground water levels; lower levels of fish and birds and water quality – especially algae and oxygen levels.
Cardiff no longer floods on any high tides – even at high tide and with both rivers in full flood. It used to flood on every 7.3 metre tide. The barrage offers protection to 9.5 metres. During a 1 in 50 year flash flood in Cardiff (July 4th 2001) the bay only rose by 200mm.
The fish pass is allowing migratory fish through the barrage. The number of fish passing through are recorded and in addition, 60,000 smolts are released annually to increase the fish stock and coarse fishery is already well established – and you can see shoals of fish.
A three year monitoring programme undertaken by the British Trust for Ornithology has observed that wader birds have decreased – as predicted with the loss of intertidal mud, but other birds have increased significantly. Midges – a food source for fish and birds have also increased!
The water quality specification for the barrage requires that there be a dissolved oxygen level of 5mg per litre in all places at all times – this is achieved but it is a very onerous standard to maintain, the highest set anywhere in Europe. To achieve it, an innovative piped aeration system has been installed and is supplemented by an oxygenation barge when needed. A huge amount of debris is removed annually (over 750 tonnes of debris is taken out annually – mostly timber - which is sent to a biomass furnace). Some of it is collected using a Water Witch purpose built litter collecting vessel and there is automated monitoring of water quality and of debris on a 24/7 basis. The problem of algae has lessened with no incidents in 2002 and one small, non-toxic algae incident in 2003.
To maintain the water quality and navigation, dredging was undertaken and will have to be done periodically. Over 620,000m3 tonnes of silt were removed from the bay during the winter of 2000/2001, increasing the depth of the bay to a depth of 2.5m or more in at least half the bay; this allows room for up to 2,000 moorings. The increasing level of boats moored is also driving up the use of the locks from year to year.
The Barrage Act protected over 25,000 properties from any consequences of rising water tables – surveys were undertaken at the time and two or three years afterwards and monitoring continues automatically at some 238 locations. If damage is due to groundwater rise as a result of the barrage, then remedial works will be carried out or compensation offered. To date, only one property has suffered damage, a pub with a very deep basement which stands close to the banks of the River Ely.
The barrage is a significant visitor attraction now; over 750,000 have visited it since June 2001 when it opened first to the public. The intention is to complete a walkway allowing pedestrian and cycle access al the way around – but we are quite a way off completing this.
On the transport and amenity side, our strategy envisages the eventual construction of 12 water bus landing stages – we’ve built five to date and 100,000 passengers have been carried already. There are eight pleasure boat / restaurant boat operators already at work and we have built 2 public access slipways, including one at the Channel Way water activity leisure centre. Our Bay Link liveried bus service has been very successful, linking the bay to the city.

Development is on-going – the Sports Village development on the Ferry Road peninsula; (a £700 million development) is underway. The WDA is to develop land south of Roath Dock on the eastern side of the Bay (1 Million square foot of brownfield land). We have plans for a white-water rafting facility at the Graving Docks. We are also planning the development of the wetlands reserve area in the bay, where already 80% of Cardiff’s birds can be observed. There will be visitor moorings in the inner harbour and at the Graving Dock – and a Café on the barrage itself.
Cardiff Harbour events are attracting significant numbers – we have staged open air concerts, the International Food and Drink Festival; welcomed visiting boats such as the Endeavour tall ship; the Formula 3 power boat championship etc.

Questions:

Does the CHA licence boat operators?

SH: Yes - £100 for the licence and 10p per passenger carried.
4. Presentation: Grant Duncan and Clive Reed; Swansea Canal Society
“Where would you be without us:  life as a voluntary society” 

The Society, in existence since 1981, has been undergoing a process of change.  In seeking to register as a Charity it is focussing on creating clear policy statements including the Society’s aims and objectives, health and safety, equal opportunities and working with children. As well as fund raising and work parties on the canal, the Society maintains a trip-boat. The task facing the members is significant – it has taken a lead role in an integrated Neath- Swansea waterways regeneration partnership working together to maintain and renew navigation on the canals in the Valleys; encouraging community greater use and appreciation of the canal and as a pressure group to encourage action by the funding authorities . How is the Society meeting the challenge and what are the obstacles to progress?

Clive Reed: The SCS was formed in 1981 as voluntary group, but we now have to take a very professional approach – we’ve established significant strategic objectives, which we’ll come to again later. We work very closely with British Waterways, who own the canal.
We have to maintain what we have restored in the past – but unlike the Local Authorities mentioned by previous speakers and unlike British Waterways, we don’t have access to our own funding to do this.

Swansea Canal Society Objectives:

· The restoration, reconstruction, preservation and maintenance of the Swansea canal and the conservation of its natural character as a navigable inland waterway for the benefit of the public

· To advance public education in the history and use of the canal
· To provide or assist in the provision of facilities for recreation or other leisure time occupation of the public in the interests of social welfare with a view of improving their conditions of life

The Swansea Canal was completed in 1798 – it ran the complete length of the valley originally (16 miles long) but only the Clydach to Ynysmeudwy section is now watered. It was a very successful enterprise, carrying 18,000 barges a year, but the greater part of it was abandoned in 1949; much of the canal was then filled in. When a further five mile length came under threat, the Society came into existence to preserve it for future generations.
The SCS membership numbers about 150 people; we’re one of twelve Canal Societies in Wales, working with our communities, in the environment. Our early activities were environmental enhancement – we litter picked, cleared footpaths and towpaths, planted hedgerows and encouraged wildlife. We worked with schools and liaised with wildlife groups and the former council, which protected the canal environment as a wildlife corridor.

We developed our work from environmental restoration projects in the middle 1980s, using limited funds from the Prince of Wales Trust; giving out small grants.
Our first ever project – at the Ynysmeudwy Basin, which we cleared up, removing 30 foot trees, dredging and finally opening up the canal with footpaths and towpaths again to the public. We encouraged school groups and others to come and to study. We discovered buildings, mostly very derelict, such as this rare Lock Keeper’s dwelling (13 feet by nine), built in 1837 but by 1980s, probably the only original structure left on the canal. We restored this over a period of two years – and by ‘we’, I mean all sorts of people, including children and school parties. This was in fact an award winning restoration project. We worked closely with Keep Wales Tidy and Better Britain. We did similar work, at British Waterways’ request, at Clydach and the restoration generally changed peoples’ attitudes to the canal, restoring pride in it. We were also taking cars and shopping trolleys out of the canal and had to suffer vandalism. Twice the Lock Keeper’s cottage had to be re-roofed – but now it has been vandalised again we have left it. We would like to put the roof back on  - but have failed to win the funding we need. It is now listed by Cadw as the only lock keeper’s dwelling left on the whole length of the canal.
British Waterways don’t have a physical presence locally (except a small workshop in Clydach), so we represent and promote the canals to the local population. The public come to us with photos, artefacts and stories about the canal and these we pass on to the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments and to Cadw and thereby we’re helping to create a database of history for the canals in south Wales.

You see in this photo the old manual way of working -  this is how we have to work; we don’t have any specialist equipment or the funds to hire it. So our volunteers provide us with labour – and it is very hard labour indeed. In undertaking work, on the canal itself say, we have to comply with all the safety and environmental regulations on water quality and undertake all the analyses to a professional level – although were are truly amateurs. 
As we work we discovered the last of the Swansea Canal Barges - there once were thousands – and here it is stuck in the mud. Without funds it could take us ten years to recover it. Once this has gone – there is no way to replace it. The National Museum has only one similar to it, from the Neath Canal. It’s important to know how the barge was used, how it was loaded. 
We produced an award-winning history of the Swansea canal, with drawings of how the canal was in Victorian times – and because we live and work in a Welsh environment (40 percent of the local population speaking Welsh as their first language) this was done bilingually – but we also did it in French as we realised that a lot of schools from Brittany were studying the industrial revolution’s origins in Wales. We produced leaflets and received funding from Local Authorities for short print runs, but not enough to maintain a stock. 
For the past two decades we’ve put up six exhibitions a year with local authority and the Education Department. They promote awareness of heritage and what can be achieved by community endeavour and regeneration.

In 1991, a proposal was made to link the three canals – the Swansea, the Neath and the Tenant – and connect them all to the sea via Swansea Marina. This would create a 35 mile cruising canal – ideal for a week’s holiday. In 1994 a Feasibility Study looked at the possibility in more details and in 2003, £14,000 was raised for an in depth study by W S Atkins; this concluded that the plans were viable, but that £29 million would be needed to achieve them. But there’s the problem – no money and it will go no further.
Swansea Canal Society raised the funds to dredge 1.5 mile of the canal so that for the first time in a very long while it looked like a real canal. British Waterways helped us with the work at Clydach and also gave the Society the use of a mud hopper vessel – an iron tub that we use to work from. We raised £6,000 or £10 per week from the pockets of the members to fit an engine and fit out the boat.
We took the boat up the river Tawe (3.5 miles) demonstrating that it is possible to use the river for navigation also – from the marina. The boat was operated at Pontardawe, carrying about 2,000 people a year. However, each ‘skipper’ who handles the craft now has to be trained and they have to pay £130 each year for NSA navigation certificate; insurance costs are about £800 a year on top of that.

People used to come and see the boat working, showing that the canal can be kept alive.
Unfortunately, in 1998 there was a canal breach and as a consequence of remedial work to an underground pipe the boat can no longer be moved. The conduit needs to be reburied or the water level raised. We have raised this with British Waterways, but we have not yet arrived at a solution.
We worked with the former Lliw and West Glamorgan County Borough Councils on urban regeneration schemes; the canals were totally derelict and there were council officers who wanted to fill in the canal but we have regenerated several lengths: e.g. at Pontardawe. We have re-introduced geese and moorhens – families and mothers with children come to see the ducks – in other words, the community has take to the canal. When you see the transformation and the benefit to quality of life, it is astounding that anyone would want to fill in canals.
Over 2000 canoes, boats and dinghies used the canal at Clydach and there used to be a Heritage Centre drawing over 1500 people a year –this closed following Council cut backs.
Grant Duncan (Chairman, SCS):

We are moving towards obtaining Charitable Status, which we hope will enable us to access more money, but we’ve had to deal with greater bureaucracy and we have to develop and implement a number of policies, which are detailed and bilingual. In fact, the obligations imposed on us are increasing – from codes of conduct to risk assessments. The policy documents include: Child protection; Welsh language; Complaints and Procedures; Accident; Training; Risk assessments: Work parties; Walking/cycling; Etc.
The Canal Society effectively contributes and supports Communities; Urban regeneration; Tourism; Heritage; Education; Environment (biodiversity in particular, e.g. kingfishers and water rail) and influences children and young people to value these things. What we want is the financial wherewithal to consolidate the achievements we make, so that ground is not lost as soon as we make it. 
We contribute greatly to education – putting on some 250 talks a year. We also support research by funding or contributing to expert studies; such as the MRM desk top study on the canals link (1990); Inland waterways association report (1992); WS Atkins canals study (1994); URBED study (1994/95); Integrated canals partnership (2003). We would prefer, however, to win more funding for implementation.
We also play a key role in commenting on key planning documents and proposals, such as the Unitary Development plans, and we need to remain continuously vigilant to ensure that the waterway corridors are kept open in spite of development pressures.
Looking ahead, winning charitable status will be a key step forwards – and we want to appoint a project officer to coordinate all the work required, but have yet to find the finances to resource this proposal. We want to run the trip boat again – that needs to be resolved. We need to have amore active integration and far reaching vision – remember the vision for the Falkirk Wheel and how it has transformed their area. We sometimes find ourselves undertaking work as volunteers when perhaps we could get more support from the salaried officers of the partner bodies we work with.
We are concerned that the basic fabric of the canal is in need of maintenance now; we don’t want to lose what we have gained with such effort. We will continue to try to move things ahead incrementally, but we think that organisations like British Waterways can help push things forward with their strategic leadership. It would be encouraging also to get recognition, now and again, for the work that we do.
In conclusion, the canals are community assets – they provide linkages between communities and as such, they need to be treasured and maintained consistently. We provide a source of equity and links with the community - people come to us for advice in this regard and we’re happy to provide it – and we are happy also to play a useful role in raising public awareness and in education.
Chris Morgan (Chair MBACT) proposed a vote of thanks for the presentation. {applause}

Questions:

Cllr. David Lewis (NPTCBC): praised the programme for the APGW.
He noted that the presentations tonight highlighted what the potential of waterside regeneration is and contrasted the investment in Newport and Cardiff and that on the Neath and Swansea Canals. 

Brian Hancock suggested that the Chair ask the Minister (Andrew Davies) be invited to speak to a future meeting on the next steps in realising the Waterways for Wales vision.

5. News
5.1. David Whetter, (Caerphilly CBC) reported that Caerphilly County Borough Council's activities to refurbish and enhance the Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal - Crumlin Arm were recently selected as winner of the Waterways category of the Local Government News Street Design 2004 Competition. The Council funded works were designed by the Authority's in-house Engineering Consultancy and instigated in three works packages at an overall cost of £400,000.  The project addressed a 1300m length of the Crumlin Arm of the Canal and comprised desilting and towpath restoration.  The principal quantities were: Excavation and removal of 7,500 tonnes of silt; 2000 tonnes of imported puddle clay lining; 5000 square metres of synthetic liner.
5.2. Chris Morgan, Chairman Monmouth, Brecon and Abergavenny Canals Trust (MBACT) reported on the recent and highly successful 2004 National Trail Boat Festival, held on the M&B Canal in Newport: over 10,000 people attended over the three day event; 34 boats were on show. He thanked Newport City Council for their support and presented British Waterways with a commemorative trophy for their sponsorship. He reported that MBACT had another 26 events underway this year and that this was achieved with a hardcore of some 40 active members.
6. Any other Business: None
(Please notify Any Other Business to the Secretariat by the close of the week prior to the next APGW.)

7. Commendations:

7.1. Phil Hughes proposed a vote of thanks to Richard Dommett M.B.E. of British Waterways, on his retirement, on behalf of all the canal societies and trusts who have benefited so extensively from his immensely practical help and praised his indomitable 
(In-Dommett-Able?) spirit which has helped keep “our dreams alive for reopening our respective canals”.

7.2. The Chair thanked the speakers for their presentations.

7.3. The Chair thanked British Waterways for providing the refreshments for this meeting of the Group.

8. Next Meetings: 
To be arranged consequent on the disposition of Assembly business.

DATE NOW FIXED:

Tuesday, November 16th 2004, 5.45 for 6.00 p.m., Conference rooms A&B at the National Assembly, Cardiff Bay. 
Tuesday, February 8th 2005, 5.45 for 6.00 p.m., Conference rooms A&B at the National Assembly, Cardiff Bay. 
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