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£1.1M OF EUROPEAN FUNDING TO 

REGENERATE HISTORIC CANALS

The historic Monmouthshire & Brecon and Montgomery Canals are to get a new lease of life that will help boost the area's sustainable tourism potential, Economic Development and Transport Minister Andrew Davies announced today (Tuesday, 16 March).

The project to restore, redevelop and enhance the canals has received £1.1m from the European Interreg IIIB North West Europe programme. It forms part of a wider international Crosscut project, in which partners from Belgium, Netherlands, Ireland, England and Wales have come together to promote good practice to breathing new life into historic waterways. The project is led by British Waterways, with Torfaen County Borough Council one of the partners.

Alongside the funding, the Minister also announced the formation of a Welsh Assembly Government-hosted working group to take forward waterway development and restoration projects in Wales.

Andrew Davies said: "When these canals were originally developed in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries they were used as a way to transport goods such as coal, iron ore, limestone and agricultural produce. In recent years, tourism and recreation has grown through pleasure boat activity and angling on the water and walking and cycling on the banks.  

"I recently visited the Montgomery Canal to see first hand the latest restoration work which is being carried out by a team of dedicated volunteers at Newhouse Lock, near Newtown. They have been working hard to clear all the vegetation around the lock and repairing it to bring it back to full working order. 

"This funding will help these traditional waterways to be restored to their former glory and be a boost to local tourism and recreation. It will also ensure that the local ecology and environment is maintained and enhanced as well as keeping the canals’ cultural heritage," he added.

The funds will enable a dry section of the Montgomery Canal to be restored using channel designs that will minimise their impact on the natural environment. At the same time, the ecological corridor provided by the canal will be extended by working with land owners. 

On the Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal, a section of the canal will be restored, and a mooring basin built within a new residential development at South Sebastopol, near Pontypool.  The project will also look at methods for eradicating invasive plant species and develop educational material to promote the canal and its restoration to schoolchildren. 

Julie Sharman, British Waterways Wales General Manager, said: “We are delighted the Welsh Assembly Government is responding to our “Waterways for Wales” consultation initiative by hosting a multi partner working group. This should really get the ball rolling on waterway development projects across Wales.

“It is excellent that the Crosscut initiative will take the restoration of the two canals a step closer and establish Wales as an international centre of expertise in restoring historic waterways to navigation. We look forward to working with Torfaen County Borough Council and our other European partners in delivering real economic, social and environmental benefits.”

Acting Leader of Torfaen Council, Councillor Bob Wellington, added: "We are fully supportive of this forward thinking and innovative project which enables us to benefit from both external funding, experiential learning and best practice. 

"We have worked closely with British Waterways in the past and hope to continue with this effective partnership. The support of this project through the Interreg Programme further demonstrates the importance of restoration and promotion of waterways as an important regeneration tool across Europe."

Notes:

The Minister will announce the funding and the formation of the Waterways Working Group at the All-Party Waterway Group meeting in Conference Room A and B, First Floor, National Assembly building on Tuesday, 16 March at 6pm. 

The Crosscut project aims to safeguard and develop the recreational waterway network within North West Europe and demonstrate how this can be done in a sustainable way. It aims to develop international co-operation between public authorities within the North West Europe region. 

The Montgomery Canal project is to be taken forward by British Waterways. Work on the Monmouthshire & Brecon Canal project will be carried out by Torfaen County Borough Council, supported by British Waterways, in partnership with Newport City Council, Caerphilly County Borough Council, Monmouthshire County Council and the Monmouthshire, Brecon & Abergavenny Canal Trust. 

Picture caption: Economic Development and Transport Minister Andrew Davies (centre) is shown the latest restoration work on the Montgomery Canal at Newhouse Lock, near Newtown by Colin Venus, Chairman of the Shropshire Union Canal Society (right) and British Waterways Environment Manager Peter Birch (left).
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