ALL PARTY GROUP ON WATERWAYS

FOURTH MEETING

Tuesday 8th of July 2003

Committee Room 2, 17.30 p.m.

The majority of Wales’ population lives or works near to our inland waterways, lakes and rivers. Together with Wales’ coastline, these represent a very significant national asset in terms of sustainable development, tourism, leisure and health, environmental gain and conservation and education. They also offer potential for raising Wales’ international profile for ‘green’ and natural assets.

Attending:
Mick Bates (LD), Eleanor Burnham (LD), Glyn Davies (C), Elin Jones (PC), Val Lloyd (L),

In attendance: Marc Evans (Secretariat), Nicola Lewis-Smith (sponsors British Waterways)

Apologies Received:
Julie Sharman, General Manager, British Waterways Wales and Border Counties

Rhodri Glyn Thomas AM
Election of Chair and Vice-Chairs:

Chair: Val Lloyd, proposed Glyn Davies, seconded Mick Bates, nem con

Vice-Chairs: Eleanor Burnham (LD), Glyn Davies (C), Elin Jones (PC); nem con

The Chair reported that British Waterways have recently reorganised to create a new all-Wales management unit. Nicola Lewis-Smith offered the continued support of British Waterways Wales and Border Counties for the work of the APGW by provision of secretariat service. BW said that they would welcome the support and participation of other sponsors if they come forward.

Work Programme:

Mick Bates proposed that a set of aims for the Group are needed to make clear the Group’s commitment to pursuing the development of policy and programmes in relation to Waterways. The Secretariat has agreed to undertake the drafting of the Groups aims for the forthcoming term.

Additionally Group will also act as a forum for the reporting and exchange of news and best practice.

The Chair mentioned a range of interesting potential topics for future meetings which the Secretariat will circulate for comment.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting:

This being an extraordinary and inaugural meeting of the APGW in the Second Assembly, the minutes of the last APGW during the previous Assembly were not tabled. It was agreed to table them for approval at the next meeting of the APGW.

Dates of next meetings: CONFIRMED

Subject to enquiries being made about the timing of other events, the proposed dates and venues are 6.00 pm Tuesday October 7th 2003, C’ee Rooms A&B, National Assembly and 6.0 pm Tuesday November 18th, C’ee Rooms A&B, National Assembly.

In the mean time, if you need to contact the Secretariat the contact details are: Marc Evans, Civitas Cymru - Tel.: (029) 2021 3629 or Mobile (07968) 113754; E.: marc.evans@civitascymru.co.uk
